
 

PawPrints February 1, 2021   
Principal’s Message: 
Dear PRS Community, 

The weeks following the New Year and the end of February always prove to be 

extremely busy as the teachers and I take stock through analysis of data and 

individual meetings so we can look at where we were at the beginning of the school 

year with students and the progress to date.  This provides the reflection 

necessary to make sure that our students are on track to meet end of the year 

goals and benchmarks.  The upcoming conferences (Dates-TBD) will provide an 

opportunity to meet and discuss progress and ways you can support at home.  If 

you have questions that come up prior to conferences, please do not hesitate to 

reach out for answers!   

It’s time to begin registering for Kindergarten.  Registration opens up on February 

8th.  We are encouraging families to register early so we can anticipate the 

number of students we will have in Kindergarten for the upcoming school year. 

Please encourage friends and families to register!   

Smarter Balanced assessments will be administered after the April vacation again 

this year.  We will begin on or about May 5th.  SBAC is only for our grade 3-5 

students.  Testing is approximately 45-60 minutes, four times per week, for two 

weeks.  We will provide more information as we work out all of the scheduling 

details. 

Fifth graders will take the NGSS (Next Generation Science Standards)  This is 

scheduled for May 21st.   



Here are some helpful tips to help prepare your child for standardized testing:  (1) 

Get a good night sleep the night before.  Limit activities the night before testing. 

(2)  Give your child an energy boosting breakfast.  Try to include both protein 

(eggs, yogurt, milk) and carbohydrates (fruit, oatmeal, toast).  (3)  If your child 

has testing anxiety, reassure them that we only expect them to do their best 

because the testing is meant to show what they have learned! 

Mark your calendars… 

February 11th-15th Winter break 

Friday, March 12th Progress Reports distributed electronically 

March 16th  Professional Development/No school for students 

Fondly, Michelle Dixon 
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Kindergarten 
We have been super busy in Kindergarten. We continue to learn about our “Super Power” 
reading strategies and practice them daily. In writing we are making our own How-To books. 
Can you believe we are authors and illustrators? Ask us what our latest book will teach you! 
In math we have learned to do simple addition using all kinds of math tools. Now, we are 
learning to “take away” and make our own subtraction stories. In science we continue to 
study the weather and how it affects the world around us. We love to learn, especially 
non-fiction books and topics. 
 
 



 
First Grade 
                First graders have been busy learning about nonfiction texts this month! 
We have explored the differences between texts that entertain us (fiction) and 
those that are meant to teach us something (nonfiction). We are currently 
tying in our social studies standards, learning about different kinds of 
communities and cultures. It has been fun to learn about clothing, homes, 
schools, games, food, etc. around the world through nonfiction texts and text 
features. 

In math, after finishing up our subtraction unit, we are beginning to 
learn about measurement. We are comparing lengths (longest to shortest, and 
shortest to longest) and heights (tallest to shortest, and shortest to tallest).  

            We’ve also begun our next Science Unit: Light and Sound! We’re having 
so much fun learning about how sound is created (vibration) and how 
transparent, translucent, and opaque materials are affected by light! 

 

 
Second Grade 
January has been a fun month of learning in second grade!  The second graders have 
been reading and learning about non-fiction books.  They have learned about text 
features such as the table of contents, headings, illustrations, captions, and glossary. 



They have also found many interesting facts and jotted inquisitive questions about the 
topics they’ve read.  
 
As authors, they have written informational pieces about topics they’re experts on! 
Their books include an introduction, glossary, subtopics/headings with interesting facts, 
a conclusion, glossary and illustrations!  They are looking forward to publishing and 
sharing their informational books! 
 
In Math, the students have been solving addition and subtraction story problems with an 
unknown number.  They’ve learned how to fill in the quantities on a tape diagram to 
determine whether the “mystery” number is the start, change or result.  The strategies 
they’ve used to solve are sticker notation (place value) and the open number line.  
 
Lastly, the second graders have learned about Martin Luther King Jr. and his dream. 
Through class discussion, students understand MLK’s speech for equality and equity for 
everyone. They also wrote and shared their own dreams for our world!  Our second 
graders are quite amazing learners! 
 

 
 

Third Grade  
The new year has brought new and exciting opportunities for learning in third grade! 

Students have been looking for patterns that arise when they multiply, along with 

flexing their problem-solving skills by practicing the distributive property. Speaking of 

problem-solving, how can we put ourselves into characters’ shoes in fairytales, folktales, 

and legends, and think about how we ourselves would solve a problem in a story? This is 

a question many have been pondering as we’ve taken a deep dive into traditional 

literature. Students have also picked up the pen themselves and began writing their own 

adaptations of traditional literature. What kinds of problems are their characters facing? 

Is it between characters? Is it nature-related? The possibilities are endless.  

 
 



 
Fourth Grade 
Fourth graders will be stepping back in time, about 300 years, to explore 
what life was like in Colonial America.  They 
will investigate: 
 

● How people’s strength and 
perseverance helped them. 

● Why colonization happened and why 
the English colonies (New England, 
Middle, Southern) were different from 
each other. 

● Why the colony of Connecticut was 
different from the other colonies and 
how that affected its colonial 
governmental structure? 

● How explicit and implicit information 
from the texts we read can shape our 
opinions. 

 
Their understanding of this time period will 
lay the groundwork for their next unit of 
study on the Revolutionary War. 
 
 



 
Fifth Grade 
Fifth graders have been busy with all areas of the curriculum.  With the halfway point of 
the year around the corner, we are working to learn more about math, reading, writing, 
and science.  
 
Our focus in math has been on multiplying and dividing decimals by whole numbers. 
We have learned a variety of strategies to help us understand the process of multiplying 
and dividing decimals by whole numbers.  We have utilized base 10 blocks and tape 
diagrams to help us visualize the process.  We have also utilized open arrays and grids. 
We found patterns in placing the decimal point when multiplying by powers of 10.  All of 
these tools helped us see what actually happens when you multiply and divide decimals 
by whole numbers. 
 
In reading, we have been working in our third unit.  We have been reading a variety of 
picture books to reinforce the concept of theme.  We focused on characters, too.  We 
compared and contrasted characters from the same book and from different books. 
Looking at the narrator’s point of view helped us analyze events in a story.  We continue 
to read every day, both in class and at home, in a Good Fit Book to increase our skills 
as readers. 
 
Our writing work has emphasized opinion writing.  Establishing a position is important in 
that process.  Of course, being able to support that opinion with evidence that proves 
that position is a necessary part of the process.  We have worked with quotations and 
editing as well.  Our writing complements the work we are doing in reading so that we 
are zeroing in on the same concepts in our reading. 
 
We can’t forget the importance of grammar and spelling in our daily work.  We have 
focused on Latin and Greek roots and how they influence the meaning of root words. 
We have also worked with contractions and possessives.  Remembering what that 
apostrophe does and means in these types of words is very challenging.  
 



Our current science unit is Energy in Ecosystems.  We have watched videos and looked 
at slides all emphasizing what happens to the energy in our ecosystem.  We learned 
that all food chains begin with plants.  Also, all animals (predators, prey, decomposers) 
depend on each other in an ecosystem.  We studied what happens to leaves in the 
woods.  They actually decompose with the help of worms.  We learned about what 
makes a Fair Test.  We also worked on IXL to reinforce the newly learned concepts. 
 
As you can see, we are working hard in all academic areas.  We look forward to moving 
toward the end of the year and all the exciting units that are upcoming. 
 
 
 

 
 

Specials:  STEM Lab Updates from Mrs. Clark! 
The second rotation of STEM starts in February! Kindergarteners will continue to 
explore structure and function by building bridges and paintbrushes. First graders will 
strengthen their coding skills by developing their own animated stories that showcase 
characters, settings, actions, and events. Second graders will continue to use ScratchJr 
as they design a game in which a player interacts with objects on the screen. Third 
graders will investigate forces and interactions by making simple machines such as 
wheels and axles, levers, and pulleys. Fourth graders will use Tynker to build and 
program a reaction-time measurement game. Fifth graders will use the Engineering 
Design Process to research, design, and build a model prosthesis for an injured animal. 
 
 
Notes from the Nurse 
Colleen Heneghan, RN  Email: CHenenghan@swindsor.k12.ct.us  Phone: 860-768-3846  

Educating Connecticut’s  future                                                  January/February 2021     

COVID  I am always here to navigate these uncertain times and help answer any 
questions. I encourage all parents to call me with any questions or concerns.  

Phone: 860-768-3846  

mailto:CHenenghan@swindsor.k12.ct.us


Covid  Resources - click on each topic for more information 
 There is a new strain coming in the US now. With this new strain of COVID, we must all 
do our part to stay informed. We must keep our children, as well as ourselves, healthy 
and strong physically and mentally. UK strain in US link 
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/what-is-the-new-covid-19-strain-that-shut-down-e
ngland-u-k.html  

● CDC  

For this constantly changing topic, get the latest answers to questions. 

● UConn  

Get the latest information on scheduling appointments, COVID-19 vaccines, COVID-19 
testing, visitation restrictions, and safety measures we have in place. 

● View Guide addressing children and COVID 19 physical and emotional          
health 

The National Center for Disease preparedness created a 3 page guide for focusing on the               

physical and emotional well being of children during the COVID-19 pandemic. Topics include,             

modeling handwashing, staying active at home, monitoring social media use and more.            

Download a PDF copy of the guide. 

● Learn how to Calm your Covid 19 Anxiety  

As a parent you may be neglecting your own feelings by focusing solely on your children right                 

now, but it is important to take care of yourself. Kidshealth from Nemours has information               

about dealing with anxiety. View tips to help with your feelings 

P.R.S. School Healthy links-click on topic for link 

 

● Daily checklist.  
This is an important tool to perform each morning to keep everyone safe.  

● Learn about Pink Eye 

Do you know how to prevent the spread of conjunctivitis (pink eye)? Encourage children 
to wash their hands with warm soapy water for 20 seconds. Encourage children to avoid 

https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/what-is-the-new-covid-19-strain-that-shut-down-england-u-k.html
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/what-is-the-new-covid-19-strain-that-shut-down-england-u-k.html
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/article/what-is-the-new-covid-19-strain-that-shut-down-england-u-k.html
https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus
https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus
https://health.uconn.edu/coronavirus/resources/
https://rcrctoolbox.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/RCRC_COVID-19Children_en.pdf
https://rcrctoolbox.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/RCRC_COVID-19Children_en.pdf
https://rcrctoolbox.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/RCRC_COVID-19Children_en.pdf
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/coronavirus-calm.html
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/coronavirus-calm.html
http://www.southwindsorschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_239916/File/Reopening%20Plan/COVID-19%20SELF%20CHECKLIST.pdf
http://www.southwindsorschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_239916/File/Reopening%20Plan/COVID-19%20SELF%20CHECKLIST.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/conjunctivitis/about/index.html


touching their face and others, and no sharing. View CDC for prevention and spread of 
pink eye 

● Healthy Habits to prevent the Flu 
The CDC has printable graphics and quick tips of how to prevent the flu in school. 

 

   Illnesses: Please keep your child home from school if he/she has 
complaints in the morning of headache, sore throat, nausea/vomiting, diarrhea or 
elevated temperature.  These complaints may be the beginning of an illness.  If your 
child has any of these symptoms, he/she may be more susceptible to germs and may 
spread germs to others. There is no way to determine if a child has a viral infection vs 
COVID. The best thing to do is when there is any doubt, please get tested.  

 

The 24-Hour Rule:   If your child has a fever over 100 degrees, he/she must be fever 
free, without any medication, for 24 hours before returning to school.  This rule 
also applies for vomiting and diarrhea.  If your child has an illness that requires 
antibiotics, he/she must be on the medication for 24 hours before returning to school.  

 Clothing: The health room does NOT keep clothing on hand for 
accidents. If a child has a bathroom accident, a food spill accident, or an accident 
because of wet conditions (rain or snow) a parent will be called for a change of clothes. 
We would not want any child to feel uncomfortable, and will try to minimize this as well 
as we can. Remember to try to be prepared  for all sorts of weather  

 Proper nutrition is important to learning. Starting the day with something to eat 
helps the body and the mind. The café is offering free lunch and breakfast.  

 

https://www.cdc.gov/conjunctivitis/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/conjunctivitis/about/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/actions-prevent-flu.htm


I am so pleased to see the kids wearing their masks. It is not 
easy as we all know it! We need to protect ourselves and others. Keep up the good 

work and reminders to the kids!! As we know it is not easy!  

February is Heart Healthy Month 

 

 
 

Important Dates: 
February Break February 11 -12 

Presidents Day February 15 

Progress Report Electronic Distribution March 12 

Teacher Professional Development (no school for students) March 16 

 

Michelle Dixon, principal 
Lisa Lovett, secretary 
Linda Futtner, clerk 
Colleen Heneghan, nurse 
Office number:  860 648-5025 
PRS website:  http://prs.southwindsorschools.org/home   

http://prs.southwindsorschools.org/home

